History

The Yashchin Ensemble formed in August 1998 to learn and explore theatre techniques from Netta Yashchin’s previous experience with the Itim Ensemble in Israel lead by Rina Yerushalmi and derived from Jerzy Grotowski, Peter Brook and Pina Bausch. The Yashchin Ensemble have made three  works:  Mnemosyne (1998, 1999, 2000),  Intimacy  ( 2000, 2001) and ‘I Only Came to Use the Phone’ ( 2006)

· ‘Mnemosyne’, August 1998, performance at AFCT, Open Space program

· ‘Mnemosyne’, February 1999, creative development at St. Barnabus Church Hall, Adelaide( funded by Arts SA)

· ‘Mnemosyne’, December 1999, performance at Parks Community Centre ( funded by Australia Council)

· ‘Mnemosyne’, October 2000, performance at Melbourne Fringe Festival

· ‘Intimacy’, 2000, creative development at St. Barnabus Church Hall, Adelaide 

( funded by Arts SA)

· ‘Intimacy’, 2001, performance at St Barnabus Church Hall, Adelaide

· ‘Intimacy’, 2001, performance at AFCT, Open Space program

· ‘I Only Came to Use the Phone’, October 2006, creative development at Vitalstatistix

 
( funded by Arts SA)

      ***** ‘I Only Came to Use the Phone’, March 2008 production, Adelaide Fringe, Queens Theatre.

(funded by Arts SA)

‘Mnemosyne’ was a theatrical event, a mosaic of aphorisms, dialogues, songs, and commentaries, a collage of physical and vocal images inspired by Antoine De Saint-Exupéry’s classic tale of ‘The Little Prince’ and by the theme of memory. 

 ‘Intimacy’ was inspired  by Jean Paul Sartre’s text Intimacy. It was an  exploration of proximity and distance in human experiences, particularly experiments in enacting relations of identity to otherness. The allegory explored our capacity to love as a paradoxical alliance between intimacy and impotency..  Ultimately, impotence becomes Sartre's metaphor for our culture's fascination and fixation on the proximity of the intimate.
‘I Only Came to Use the Phone’  is about a woman who accidentally ends up in a mental institution. She is driving home to her boy friend when her car breaks down. She steps onto a bus full of women going  somewhere with the intention of finding a phone. When she arrives she discovers that she is in a mental institution & her identity is mistaken. They think she is insane. She keeps asking ‘can I use the phone?’  But gets the same reply.’ No!’ She is slowly convinced that she is mad & ends up staying in the mental asylum. The story is a psychological thriller filled with horror and tragic helplessness where a character finds herself unjustly imprisoned, manipulated and abused.

