                     The Yashchin Company Presents:

                                  ‘I Only Came to Use the Phone’ By Gabriel Garcia Marquez

A parade of the surreal, with all the logic of a dream-and invoking the madness of quite a lot of mankind's so called 'logic'- Gabriel Garcia Marquez was born in 1927 near Aracataca, Colombia. He was awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1982. He is the author of One Hundred Years of Solitude, Love in the Time of Cholera, Living to Tell the Tale, among other works of fiction and nonfiction. 

Where: Queen’s Theatre

When:

Who: Paulo Castro, Astrid Pill, Stephen Noonan, Stephen Sheehan, Susie Skinner, Netta Yashchin.  
                                             "How do you know I'm mad?" said Alice.                                                                        "You must be," said the Cat, "or you would not have come here."  Alice in Wonderland
We can all remember the story of Cornelia Rau and her unfortunate journey into our detention camps and how easy was it to make a mistake concerning her identity. Why are we so shuttered and shocked by a personal tragedy, which happens “with the help” of our bureaucratic systems? 

Getting lost is probably one of the most terrifying of human fears and is present in many fairytales. How would you feel if it happened to you?

Maria is driving alone to Barcelona when her car breaks down on a lonely stretch of road. She tries hitching a ride but no one stops for her. Finally, a ramshackle bus pulls up and takes her aboard. It is full of women who, it turns out, are being transported to a women's mental asylum. When they arrive at their destination, it is assumed that Maria is one of them. No one pays any heed to her protests and she is incarcerated. Her husband, a cabaret magitian, awaits her but she never arrives. He searches for her but never finds her and finally assumes she has run away from him. The complete catalog of horrors that happen to Maria should never happen to anyone, all of them revolving around a series of bureaucratic errors. 

The story is a psychological thriller. Garcia’s clever tale, exposing a calculated and unforgiving society full of beautiful and tragic characters, appeals to us at such a level that we cross examine our own sense of social justice and at the same time we are entertained.

                                    "Believe in the power of magic...Or I'll kill you..." 

MST3K, episode 1003: Merlin's Shop of Mystical Wonders
The Ensemble previously amazed the audience with striking images,(Mnemosyne) the versatility of the use of body in space, the actor’s creativity in the use of vocal expression.

There are over 30 characters in the story some of them appearing briefly some with lengthy journeys.  The works of Marquez often cross genres and integrate at least a few elements of magic realism, the predominant style of the piece, where an old grandmother can miraculously turn into a cat, enabled us to create wild and diverse scenes where 6 actors seemed like many more. It was Balzac the famous writer who said that the spirit of playfulness from a mature perspective has to be kept as part of ones artistic treasure.

            “In turn gorgeously funny and uncomfortably real, this performance, so 

              Minimal in costume, set and props was incredibly rich in reality and   

              humanness”. Deb Meyers, Business and Project ManageAnanguku Arts and 

              Culture Aboriginal Corporation (Ku A)         

"I don't want to go among mad people," Alice remarked. 
"Oh, you can't help that," said the Cat: "we're all mad here."  

