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TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN

I was very fortunate in 2006 to be invited by Parallello Theatre Company in Adelaide to workshop with Netta Yashchin on a project deviced by her called The Hit. The workshop period that I spent working with Netta, creating text for the performance, was one of the most creative and stimulating artistic collaborations I have been involved in. 

I realised almost immediately that Netta had worked hard to develop a strong creative team around her. As a director, Netta allowed her multi-lingual and multi-ethnic cast to experiment and to develop their own responses to the material I presented. At the same time, she maintained a strong non-coercive discipline over the workshop which meant that all of us never once doubted Netta’s direction and vision. It was clear to me that all the creative team had a deep respect for Netta as both a director and thinker. For myself,  I found working with Netta allowed me to not only work furiously hard but also to take risks with my own writing and to push it into new directions. I think every member of the creative team involved in The Hit would share my experiences.

I came away from the workshop development determined to work with Netta in the future. What I admire and respect about her thinking as a director is that she has a vision and a discipline that is grounded in a thorough knowledge and experience of the European theatre tradition, but she is also unafraid of playfulness, humour and risk-taking. She is well aware that theatre practice extends much further than Europe so there is nothing stale or stuffy about her ideas and practice. Netta Yashchin is not interested in Museum pieces. For me, working with someone who understands the history of English language theatre but who also works across different languages and theatrical traditions was also inspiring. Unfortunately, In Australia, theatre practice can still be bound by what happens in the UK or the USA. Netta Yashchin has a vision that it much broader than this and I think this means that she will continue to create important work in this country that is more responsive to the multi-ethnic, multicultural reality of contemporary Australia. 

Vision is an over-abused term but when you experience the real thing, you know it immediately. I believe Netta has a truly internationalist vision of the possibilities for theatre and performance. At the same time, no doubt influenced by her Israeli background and her experiences as a migrant here in Australia, she also offers a fresh, startlingly original view on the contemporary culture of her adopted homeland. Ideas, vision, discipline and knowledge: I cannot recommend Netta highly enough as a director and look forward to working with her on projects that will speak in new, unique and passionate ways to an Australian theatre audience.
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