50 words-fringe guide

This gorgeously funny and original adaptation of Gabriel Garcia Marquez’s short story is sure to be a festival highlight! An extraordinary psychological thriller follows the journey of Maria who is unjustly imprisoned. The ensemble masterfully creates a myriad of magical images that will stun you.  “…remarkable ensemble work…” The Advertiser 

History-200 words

Netta Yashchin arrived in Adelaide after a successful career starting in 1993 as an Actor for Israel’s most innovative experimental theatre “The Itim Ensemble”. 

The Yashchin Ensemble formed in 1998 to explore theatre techniques from Netta Yashchin’s previous experience with the Itim Ensemble. These techniques were derived from Jerzy Grotowski, Peter Brook and Pina Bausch. The Ensemble created:
Mnemosyne: a theatrical event, a mosaic of aphorisms, dialogues, songs, and commentaries. A collage of physical and vocal images inspired by Antoine De Saint-Exupéry’s classic tale of ‘The Little Prince’. 

The Intimate: inspired by Jean Paul Sartre’s short story ‘Intimacy’. It was an exploration of proximity and distance in human experiences. The Ensemble amazed the audience with striking images, versatility of body in space, use of vocal expression, willingness for exploration and exposure, honesty, deep diving spiritual and philosophical suggestions. 

I Only Came to Use the Phone: delves into deep exploration of the style of magical realism in theatre.

The ensemble inspired by European theatre making traditions takes time to explore the materiel while working physically on the integration of the vital elements of the human body to create a wholistic experience that communicates our instinctual, intellectual, emotional and sexual lives.

About the piece: 200 words

The short story ‘I Only Came to Use the Phone’ from the book Strange Pilgrims by Gabriel Garcia Marquez is about Maria, a young woman who accidentally ends up in a mental institution. She keeps asking “Can I use the phone?” but the director of the institution commits her to the asylum. Maria is slowly convinced that she is mad. 

We were originally drawn to this piece because of the dramatic nature of the story.  The thin gap between sanity and insanity and the tragic and unexpected consequences of a seemingly meaningless incident.

The story is a psychological thriller where a character finds herself unjustly imprisoned. 

Garcia’s clever tale, exposing a calculated and unforgiving society full of beautiful and tragic 

Characters, appeals to us at such a level that we cross-examine our own sense of social justice 

and at the same time we are entertained. 

There are over 30 characters in the story some of them appearing briefly some with lengthy journeys.  The beauty of magic realism, the predominant style of the piece, where an old grandmother can miraculously turn into a cat, enabled us to create wild and diverse scenes where 7 actors seemed like many more.
