
I Only Cameto Usethe Phone
 

A chilling [raged)' oferrors comes 10 Darlinghurst Theatre 

M ar ia's car breaks down in the middle of Spain 's M onegros 
D esert. She's picked up by a bus dri ver, fall s asleep on the 
bus - and comes to in a mental institution for female patien ts. 
By same sor t of bureaucratic accident , M ari a is Jacked up. 

l Only Came 10 Use the Phone, a short story by magic realist 
wr it er Gab rie l Garcia Marquez, will be retold at the Darlin ­
ghurst Th eat re this month. It's not your typ ical adaptation 
though: rat her than transforming the origina l text into a pJay 
script, director Net ta Yashchin is takin g the story from the 
page to the stage word-far-word. " I got fed up with dramatic 
texts of plays," Yashchin says. " I always fe lt they were mi ssing 
out on the ri chness of literature. I di dn't want to change a 
wor d in the story - I wanted to show the audie nce everyt hing 
that happens in the same detail Marquez uses. I t 's l ik e a 
piece o f embro idery, very inr erweaved and in terconn ected." 

A ll the performers. including Annabell e Stephenson as 
M ari a, wi ll narr ate the action one second, then physically 
embod y their charac ters the next - 36 charact ers in all. 'T his 

fo rm of theatre is extremely emotionally taxing 
and tir ing and requ ires a lot of technical wo rk ," 
Stephenson says. "1 have to sort of disassociate 
myself with the character and see i t from a bird's 
eye perspective. " 

It's also an incredibly dark story - made al l the 
more powerful, Yashchin says, because i t 's no t 
graphic or explicit. "Mom ents are symbol ised 
and sublimated," she says. "T he audience wi ll 
be left to linger and figur e i t out on their own. in 
their gut and stom ach." 

Stephenson agrees. " We're tryin g to leave the 
aud ience think ing, 'Wow, th is can happen to 
anyo ne." Darryn King 

I Only Ca", ~ to Usc !hl, Ph<lIte Darlinghurst 
Theatre. 19 Greenknowe Ave, Pott s Point 2011. 
(02 8356 9987 www.darlinghurstt heatre.com). 
28 Apr-29 May, Tue-Sat 8pm; Sun 5p m; Sat 
14 , 21 & 28 May 3pm. $27-$37 
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Sophie Hensser
 

On her first theatrical experl­
ence: "I was a toddler. My mum 
was doing a producti on of [Neil 
Dunn's] Steaming in Adelaide. All 
the cast have to st rip naked . It 's 
quite a confronting play. I used to 
s leep in the dre ssing room, and 
one night I woke up and heard 
people in distres s. I walked out 
on stage in the middle of the 
per fo rma nce and had to be pulled 
of f by the assista nt director." 

Sikffit 01$(:0 SBW Stables Theat re 
(Griff in). (02 8019 0292 www. 
griffintheatre.com .au). Until 4 Jun. 
$28--$47 
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