| Only Came to Use the Phone - Darlinghurst Theatre - Theatre - Time O...

Jlime0ut

Sydney

Around = Art Bars& = Books The Clubs Comedy  Film Gay & Kids = Museums & = Music = Restaurants
Town Pubs Bridge Lesbian Attractions
Explor
plore | Only Came to Use the Phone
Theatre 28 Apr-29 May , Theatre Recommended
Dance
Musicals Behold the nightmare!
Opera

What's happening

When?
What?
Follow

59 Newsletter

[ RSS feed

[ Theatre RSS

L Twitter

i Facebook

B Foursquare

=] iPhone App

& Other Time Out cities
(] Magazine subscription

published on 8 Dec 2010

This event has finished

The theatre is filled with smoke. A flamenco guitar plays (Damien Wright,
underscoring the whole evening) while patrons feel their way to their seats.
Through the cloud, five seated figures come in to focus on stage tapping
their feet to the music.

Maria (Annabelle Stephenson) is driving home to Barcelona when her car
breaks down on a deserted road. Managing to hitch a ride from a bus

New issue

on sale now driver, she is understandably anxious to use a phone to call her husband —
at all good but, having fallen asleep on the journey, she’s ordered into a line of female

newsagents : ) . .
Subscribe patients when she wakes up. Maria has been mistakenly checked into a

mental institution.
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Also on at Darlinghurst Theatre

. Boats - Theatre - 04-16 Jul

. Boats - Kids - 11-16 Jul

3. Drake the Amazing + La Dispute - Theatre - 20
Jul-14 Aug

. The Libertine - Theatre - 17 Aug-11 Sep

. 10,000 Beers - Theatre - 15 Sep-09 Oct
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Smashed
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Other events this day

The details in Gabriel Garcia Marquez's story are related absolutely matter-
of-factly, and that's the way the story is retold here — word for word. The
half-dozen performers steer confidently through tricky scene transitions and
alternate convincingly between their roles as narrators and a menagerie of
some 36 motley characters, including vindictive matrons, twitching inmates
and domestic pets.

Sign up Netta Yashchin, also directing here, has some curious fourth wall-breaking
rf1r|:\: :,?;eilij; antics as a repulsive night matron — but, for the most part, Maria’s
newsletter! downward spiral is smooth and appropriately painful. Moments of lightness
Read more

— Julia Billington has her paw-licking and meowing down pat as an
unsympathetic feline — only serve to bring out the darkness in the rest of the
story.

It's a gripping 90 minutes trapped in Maria’'s head as the silent witnesses to T
her plight. Uncomfortable but invigorating theatre — a fine show to come out

of one of Sydney's neglected venues. th
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. No Way to Treat a Lady - Theatre - 13 Oct-13 Nov
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